
 

 

 
Our thoughts and prayers are will those affected by the devastating tornados in Middle Tennessee on March 3, 2020. 

Efforts are underway to provide assistance and help rebuild, as we have all witnessed why Tennessee is called the 

“Volunteer State” due to our determination, willingness to step up to the call, and ability to join together particularly 

in times of need. There are numerous ways you can help, including efforts from our partners at Bristol Motor 

Speedway and Food City. 

 

Northeast Tennessee Tourism Partners Talk Economic Impact During Recent Legislative Visits 

 

 
 

NASHVILLE, TENN. – Representatives and from the Northeast Tennessee Tourism Association visited the Tennessee 

State Capitol on March 3 and 4 to discuss economic impact and the importance of tourism in the region with area 

legislators.  

 

The group met individually with 15 legislators representing the eight county region that encompasses Northeast 

Tennessee to illustrate continued growth and investment in the tourism industry.  According to a report by the U.S. 

Travel Association and the Tennessee Department of Tourist Development, Northeast Tennessee generated more than 

$877 million in economic impact to the region from domestic travel. Whereas, all eight counties including Carter, 

Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington all had increases in tourist spending, payroll, 

employment rates, state and local tax receipts. 

 

Partners from the Northeast Tennessee Tourism Association also hosted a group of State Legislators and staff of the 

Tennessee Department of Tourist Development to an industry breakfast on March 4, in which county and city updates 

were shared including tourism related accolades and accomplishments from 2019 and upcoming events and projects in 

2020. 

https://www.bristolmotorspeedway.com/fans/news-archive/bms-assist-middle-tennessee-community-following-devastating-tornadoes.html
https://www.bristolmotorspeedway.com/fans/news-archive/bms-assist-middle-tennessee-community-following-devastating-tornadoes.html
https://2f3c4c4e-c978-4352-b5b3-8ec22cdff041.filesusr.com/ugd/31c66d_32f04ec50b914e70b413d01a238c5421.pdf
https://youtu.be/8hgqF-PJUjc


Tennessee ranks among the Top 10 travel destinations in the U.S. for the sixth 

consecutive year, considered a top retirement destination and among the fastest 

growing states for international travel.  Northeast Tennessee counties of Sullivan 

and Washington remain in the top 10 visited areas of Tennessee. 

 

Sponsors of the event included Discover Bristol, Elizabethton-Carter County 

Tourism, Greene County Tourism, Visit Johnson City, Johnson County, Historic 

Jonesborough, Visit Kingsport, Historic Rogersville and Unicoi County Chamber. 

 

The Northeast Tennessee Tourism Association, chartered in 1977, is a non-profit 

tourism agency that serves and supports Carter, Greene, Hancock, Hawkins, 

Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi, and Washington counties, as well as portions of 

Southwest Virginia. The organization also serves as one of eight statewide regional 

tourism organizations recognized by Tennessee Department of Tourist 

Development.  

 

 

 

 

 

Representatives of the Northeast Tennessee Tourism Association spoke economic impact with area Legislators. 

Tennessee Commissioner of Tourist 

Development Mark Ezell provided an industry 

update during the annual Northeast Tennessee 

Tourism Breakfast 


